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friction with the Porte; and during the Armenian
troubles of 1894-1896 more than five hundred scholastic,
religious, and charitable establishments, French or
under French protection, were destroyed or damaged
by the Turks. At that time the fear of a general European
war, for which neither France nor her Russian ally was
prepared, compelled France to remain quiescent. But
a few years later (1901) she seized the pretext offered by
a financial dispute between the Porte and two French
money-lenders in the Levant to bully the Sultan into
submission. Her ambassador, M. Constans, left Con-
stantinople, and her fleet seized the Custom House of
Mytilene. The Turks, finding assistance nowhere, were
obliged to grant every one of the French claims. They
not only paid the usurers' bill, but they consented to
the rebuiliding or restoration of all thec propagandist
institutions, and, moreover, bound themselves to recog-
nize the legal status of these establishments, and of any
others that might be founded in the future. The French
celebrated their triumph in a manner as offensive to
Turkish feelings as the concessions they had wrung from
the Sultan were detrimental to Turkish interests. A
flamboyant thanksgiving service took place in the
Romano-Chaldean church at Constantinople, while in
Syria the .various Catholic communities gave vent to
their exultation not only in Te Deums, but also in grateful
messages to the Government of the Republic through
the French Consuls. Shortly afterwards, a grand ffite
was held at the Jesuits' College of Beyrout, and the
French Charg6 d'Affaires invited the Porte to send
delegates to assist at the examination of the students 1
The efforts of French financiers to further their pacific
penetration into the Ottoman Empire and the penury
of the Ottoman Exchequer combined to create many